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PHL 106 Introduction to Philosophy - 3 Semester Hours

Course Description

This course is an introduction to the basic coreepphilosophy. The literary and
conceptual approach of the course is balancedemmphasis on approaches to ethical
decision-making. The student should have an uraleilstg of major philosophical ideas
in an historical survey from the early Greeks te thodern era.

Prerequisite
None

Textbook
Rachels, James. Problems from PhilosogWtigGraw Hill (2004).
ISBN: 0-07-298080-X

Course Objectives

A. Understand the unique problems of metaphysigge) epistemology, ethics,
aesthetics, and political philosophy.

B. Know the contributions of historically signifisaphilosophers in the context of
the history of ideas.

C. Recognize and evaluate conceptual frameworks &distorical as well as a
contemporary perspective.

D. Reason and argue according to traditional lagit evaluate the reasoning and
argumentation of others.

E. Apply what is learned to current issues.

Course Outline of Topics

A. The nature and practice of philosophy
B. Logic/argumentation

C. Metaphysics

D. Epistemology

E. Ethics

F. Social and political philosophy

G. Philosophy of religion and art



VII.

H. Eastern philosophy

Evaluation and Assessment
Written assessments

Grades will be given based upon A =90 — 100%, 8= 89%, C = 70 — 79%, D = 60 —
69%, and F = below 60%.
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General Course Competencies
A. The student will understand the major brancHgshdosophy.

B. The student will be able to evaluate philosophconcepts from a historical as
well as contemporary perspective.
C. The student will be able to use problem solhgkidjs in understanding the

significance of traditional philosophical questions
Attendance

Students are expected to attend all classes fatwthey are registered. Students who are
unable to attend class regularly, regardless ofghson or circumstance, should
withdraw from that class before poor attendanceriates with the student’s ability to
achieve the objectives required in the course. @vitval from class can affect eligibility
for federal financial aid.

Statement on Discrimination/Har assment

The College and the Alabama State Board of Edutatie committed to providing both
employment and educational environments free dddsament or discrimination related to
an individual’s race, color, gender, religion, patl origin, age, or disability. Such
harassment is a violation of State Board of Edoogpiolicy. Any practice or behavior
that constitutes harassment or discrimination moll be tolerated.

Americanswith Disabilities

The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Section 504) anel A&mericans with Disabilities Act of
1990 state that qualified students with disabsgitiého meet the essential functions and
academic requirements are entitled to reasonabtemanodations. It is the student’s
responsibility to provide appropriate disabilitycdmnentation to the College. The ADA
Accommodations office is located in FSC 300 (2056-8331).



