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Blackboard Learn – Using Calculated Columns (Examples Using Grading Rubrics) 

By default the Total and Weighted Total columns are listed in the Grade Center.  Others can be manually created 

by the Instructor. Instructors can choose to release (show/hide) columns to students. 

You can use calculated columns to do the following: 

• Calculate the average grade 
• Calculate a minimum or maximum grade 

• Calculate the total grade 
• Weight grades by column, category, or both 

 

Total Column - By default, the Total column displays a running total of the items in all grade columns. You can edit 

the criteria for the Total column.  You can use the Total Column (selecting categories) to drop grades. 

Following Example: 

All Grade Columns and Calculate Running Total (will include hidden columns in Total Points). 

Total Points = 363 but included extra points column – now calculated as 365 

 
 
A running total only includes items that have 
grades or attempts.  

 
 
Note: You can use Total Column to drop a 
grade: 

 
*Also used to drop lowest in category, etc. 
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A calculated column uses the data from two or more grade columns to make a calculation. 

 

Weighted Total (default column) - can create a calculated column that weighs the data in grade or category 

columns.  A Weighted Grade is a Calculated Column that displays the calculated result of quantities and their 

respective percentages.  

 

 

 

 

You can also use weighted column to drop a grade: 
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Rubrics:  You can associate and view a rubric while grading student submissions.  From the Grade Details page, 

click View Rubric. The rubric will open in a new window so that you can view it and student submissions. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

. 
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Total Column - Grading Rubric: Discussions, Assignments, Quiz, Mid Term, Final = 260 Total Points 

Discussion 10 

Assignments (4)  5 x 4 = 20 

Quiz 30 

Mid Term 100 

Final 100 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

*Select either by Columns or Categories 

 

 
  

 
 

      

 

 
*Also used to drop lowest in category, etc. 
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Weighted Total Column – (Must equal 100%) + Drop Lowest Grade 

Discussions, Assignments, Quiz, Mid Term, Final = 260 Total Points 

Discussion 10 20 % weighted 

Assignments (4)  
*Drop Lowest Grade 

5 x 4 = 20 30 % weighted  

Quiz 30  
50% weighted  Mid Term 100 

Final 100 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

*Select Categories and enter Percentage (make sure all items listed in a Category in the Grade Center 

 

 

 

 
Drop a grade (example Assignments) + Weighted Percentage 
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Total Grading Rubric Using Attendance Tool 

Attendance + Participation Quiz + Discussion + Assignments + Assessments = 363 Total Points 

Attendance 100 

Discussion 10 

Assignments (4)  5 x 4 = 20 

Participation Quiz 3 

Quiz 30 

Mid Term 100 

Final 100 
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Total Column Grading Rubric Using Attendance Tool Weighted Grading 

Attendance + Discussion + Assignments + Quiz + Mid Term + Final = 420 Total Points 

Attendance 100 5% 

Discussion 10 15 % weighted 

Assignments (4)  20 x 4 = 80 30 % weighted  

Quiz 30  
50% weighted  Mid Term 100 

Final 100 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 


